
 

Web Address:  http://wordle.net 

What is Wordle?  Wordle is a free web tool that allows users to 

create word clouds by entering lines of text.  It then transforms 

those words into a cloud of interconnected words.  Users can 

change the layout, color scheme, and fonts. 

How can I use Wordle with my students?  These are just a few of the 

ways wordle can be used in the classroom: 

 All About Me icebreaker 

 Jeopardy like game (given wordle, guess topic) 

 Identifying key point of  a speech (cut and paste words, 

most prominent is the one most often used) 

 Create a wordle when introducing a new topic, have students create the headline, main idea 

 Graphing – take a poll, type word in each time chosen, most prominent is the most popular 

 Literature themes 

 Character traits analysis 

 And the list goes on! 

For more ideas, try http://www.slideshare.net/zoomer777/thirty-eight-interesting-ways-to-use-wordle-

i?src=related_normal&rel=585291 

Wordle directions: 

To create a wordle: 

1.  Go to wordle.net 

2. Create your own 

3. You can copy and past text from a word document or you can simply type in the words you want to use 

Hints:  The more often a word is entered, the larger it will appear.  To keep two words together (ex. James 

Madison) insert a tilde between them (~) (James~Madison) 

4. Select go 

5. Wordle is generated.  Characteristics can be changed by using the toolbar located at the top of the page.   

 Color refers to the color scheme.  Wordles can be white or black backgrounds.   

 Layout is the appearance/shape of the wordle – mostly vertical, mostly horizontal, half and half, etc.   

 Font is the style of the text.  Language – wordles can be anything from English to Croatian.   

6.  The biggest drawback to wordle it that there is no way to save directly from wordle.net.  Your wordle can be 

saved to the gallery but there is no way to search for it.  I recommend you save it to office using the following 

directions. 

Saving wordle to PowerPoint or word: 

1. After you’ve generated your wordle, choose open in new window.  Maximize the window. 

2. Use the print screen key to save the screen to your clipboard. 

3. Open a Word or PowerPoint slide document.  The clipboard is to the left of you page.  Click on the image of your 

screen to insert.  Click on the picture itself to get picture tools.  Select format.  Crop is in the upper right hand 

corner.  Adjust the borders to delete unwanted edges.  Save document. 
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